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UK Pub & Bar Market Growth Continues Despite Closures and Cost Pressures
The UK pub and bar market is forecast to grow by +2.0% to £24.7bn in 2026, despite continued outlet decline and mounting cost pressures. Lumina Intelligence’s UK Pub & Bar Market Report 2026 signals that, while growth remains modest, the sector is demonstrating resilience as operators adapt to changing consumer behaviours, rising employment costs and an increasingly complex regulatory environment. Outlet numbers are forecast to fall by-0.9% to 41,171 sites, equivalent to around seven net closures per week.
Growth Is Being Driven by Stronger Sites, Not More Sites
Rather than relying on estate expansion, growth is increasingly coming from improved spend per visit, premium occasions and clearer proposition development. Operators are investing in experience-led formats, community engagement, accommodation and live sport to drive footfall and create more compelling reasons to visit. At the same time, franchise and partnership models are helping pub companies build more resilient and profitable estates. 
"The pub market continues to face significant structural challenges, but the strongest operators are proving that growth is still achievable," said Adrian Kowalski, Insight Manager at Lumina Intelligence. “Success is increasingly determined by proposition clarity, operational efficiency and the ability to create occasions that consumers genuinely value." 
Consumers Remain Engaged Despite Economic Pressures
Although pub penetration softened during the year, those continuing to visit are spending more and visiting more often. Visit frequency increased by +0.8% and average spend rose by +1.1%, driven by younger adults, affluent consumers and urban locations. Social occasions remain the dominant reason to visit pubs, while treat-led occasions continue to gain share as consumers seek quality experiences and meaningful social connections. 
Outlook Remains Positive but Challenging
Looking ahead, growth is expected to remain below that of the wider eating out market. With labour costs, regulation and consumer caution continuing to weigh on performance, future growth will depend on operators improving site productivity, diversifying revenue streams and creating distinctive experiences that encourage consumers to visit more frequently and spend more when they do. 
###

About the Report: 
The Lumina Intelligence Pub & Bar Market Report 2026 is a must-have review of the UK pub & bar market. Including market sizing and forecasts to 2029, up-to-date consumer behaviour insight and analysis of the current pub & bars competitive landscape, this report is a holistic source of intelligence on this channel for suppliers, operators, service providers and investors alike.
Who We Are:
Lumina Intelligence helps food and drink brands understand their consumers and markets - so they can grow faster, plan smarter, and make better commercial decisions.
We specialise in insight for grocery retail and hospitality, combining trusted data with expert analysis to support your commercial, category, and insight teams.
https://www.lumina-intelligence.com/ 
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